
A Vigil Service 

to Mark 

the 75th Anniversary 

of the D Day Landings

St Mary’s Church, Brixham
5th June 2019 7.30pm 

In the Presence of  

Rear Admiral and Mrs Christopher Snow CBE,
Representing HM the Queen

 
Colonel Dale Slade, U.S. Army will represent the American Embassy. 

Major Michael Duggan, Canadian Army will represent the Embassy of Canada.

   The congregation say the words in Bold Type



The Gathering and Welcome
 
The Lord be with you
And also with you

 

 

Hymn

Opening Sentence
 
Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid.’ 

John 14.27

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless    
  wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea!

O Christ! Whose voice the waters  
  heard 
And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
And calm amidst its rage didst sleep; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea!

Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood 
Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,  
For those in peril on the sea!

O Trinity of love and power! 
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them whereso’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad hymns of praise from land and  
  sea.

The Reception of Standards



Act of Penitence
When we fail to learn from the past.
Lord, have mercy.
 
When we let national and personal interests blind us to the suffering 
of the world.
Christ, have mercy.
 
When we forget the cost of the freedom we enjoy.
Lord, have mercy.

Absolution
We pray that almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save 
sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen.

 

Act of Recollection
We gather this evening to recall the events of D-Day that marked 
a turning point in the Second World War. We remember the deaths 
from this of over 63 million people worldwide and multiples more who 
suffered disablement, disfigurement and bereavement.

We gather to remember the civilians, women and children killed; the 
servicemen, service women and civilians buried in our Churchyard 
and elsewhere; those deceased from our own, allied and adverse 
nations. We especially recollect over 125 local people killed, 400,000 
nationwide and 197 Americans killed on Utah beach in 1944 and the 
suffering endured by family friends and relatives of all nations.

We are grateful for the sacrifices made and the enduring peace we 
have enjoyed. We trust as descendants of the departed, we will honour 
their sacrifice so that peace and justice are triumphant.  

We keep this Vigil to mark the 75th Anniversary of D-Day tomorrow 
as one of the most significant dates in our commemoration and in the 
hope that such terrible events are never repeated. 

Silence for Reflection



 

The Reading:  Luke 14:27-end
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be 
my disciple. 
For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 
Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not 
sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand 
to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if 
not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and 
asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not 
renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.
“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is 
thrown away. 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

 

Silence for Reflection

Hymn
 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.
 
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go

Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Music from Brixham Town Band
with the Brixham Orpheus Male Voice Choir

Sermon



An Act of Commitment to Work Together for Peace
 

Spirit of God, teach us your ways,
That we may walk in the paths of peace.

 
Jesus said:  

Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’  
Luke 10.5

‘Do not repay anyone evil for evil; bless those who persecute you, 
and where possible, live peaceably with all.’ Romans 12.14,17

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of 
God. Matthew 5.9

 
Spirit of God, teach us your ways,
That we may walk in the paths of peace.

 
Let us individually and together, commit ourselves to the cause of peace 
and reconciliation:

Lord God,
your Son proclaimed your peaceable Kingdom
in both word and deed,
open our hearts and minds, we pray,
to receive his Easter gift of peace.
And as we seek to witness to your purpose of peace,
give us generosity of spirit in times of disagreement,
patience in times of difficulty,
the desire to pray for those who oppose us,
and above all make us to be interpreters and 
bridge-builders
between those who are at enmity.
This we ask in the name of Christ
who has destroyed every wall that divides us,
and whose sacrifice has made our peace with you,
the Father of all humankind.  Amen.

 Silence for Reflection



 

The Lord’s Prayer
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Prayers
 

Almighty Father,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of all:
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority,
and bring the families of the nations,
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
to be subject to his just and gentle rule;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
 
God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The National Anthem
 

God save our gracious Queen
Long live our noble Queen
God save the Queen
Send her victorious
Happy and glorious
Long to reign over us
God save the Queen

 
The Star Spangled Banner
 

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

 
O Canada
 

O Canada!
Our home and native land
True patriot love
In all our sons command
With glowing hearts
We see thee rise
The True North, strong and free
From far and wide
O Canada
We stand on guard for thee
God keep our land
Glorious and free
O Canada we stand on guard for thee!
O Canada we stand on guard for thee!

 

Exit of Standards



Blessing
God the Father has brought hope to a divided world in raising 
Christ from the dead. Now may he strengthen you to walk in 
his ways and to witness to the love that banishes all fear and 
overcomes all hostility.

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

The Dismissal
May the Lord keep and guard us through the silent hours  
of the night.

And in the day, guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Amen.

Many thanks to all who have worked to make this Vigil Service
and the Brixham D-Day Commemorations possible.

The Royal British Legion is a UK charity providing lifelong support for members of the 
Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, Reservists, veterans and their families and 
dependants. The Brixham Branch of the Legion has played a major role in delivering 
our commemoration, exhibitions and activities to mark the 75th Anniversary of D-Day.
With over 20,000 members across 300+ branches in the UK and overseas,  
the Royal Naval Association is a family of current and former Naval Service 
personnel, relatives and supporters of our country’s Royal Navy.

St. Mary’s Church is the ancient Parish church of Brixham, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The wooden Saxon church was succeeded by a Norman church 14 feet wide with walls 28 inches 
thick, the foundations of which are just within the columns of the North and South aisles.
With its lofty nave, the current St. Mary’s is an instance of the new church being built outside 
and over the earlier Norman edifice. It is believed that building commenced around 1435 with 
sandstone sourced from the local Berry Head seams and the stone for the arches and piers from 
the quarries at Beer, in East Devon. 
Outside the historic graveyard contains 43 registered war graves from both World 
Wars. To commemorate the 75th anniversary of D-Day, each one is recognised 
by a poppy band around the headstone. Take a walk around the churchyard and 
reflect on those who paid the ultimate price in these wars, many of whom were 
so very young. St. Mary`s will be open every day from 2nd to 9th June between 
1030am-4pm with friendly Church-wardens who can guide you around.
St Mary’s Church is an essential part of our heritage but now requires over 
£750,000 of renovation works. If you can, please make a donation to the 
preservation of this important building.


